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a roundabout route by the coast. Through this
novel and extremely uncomfortable country, in-
fected with mosquitoes, the troops pressed, eager
to meet the enemy.

The first engagement took place at Las Guasi-
mas, on the 2-4th of June. Here a force of about a
thousand dismounted cavalry, partly regulars and
partly Rough Riders, defeated nearly twice their
number of Spaniards. This was the only serious
resistance which the Americans encountered until
they reached the advanced defenses of Santiago.
The next week they spent in getting supplies
ashore, improving the roads, and reconnoitering.
The newspapers considered this interval entirely too
long! The 30th of June found the Americans con-
fronting the main body of Spaniards in position,
and on the 1st of July, the two armies joined battle.
Between the opposing forces was the little river
San Juan and its tributaries. The Spanish left
wing was at El Caney, supported by a stone block-
house, rifle pits, and barbed wire, but with no ar-
tillery. About four miles away was San Juan Hill,
with more formidable works straddling the main
road which led to Santiago. Opposite El Caney, Gen-
eral Lawton wTas in command of about seven thou-
sand Americans. The fight here began at half-past